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| Plans emerge for a people-friendly West Main St.
i By Amy M. E. Fischer
; Jun 23, 2004 - 07:37:23 am PDT

In a move that could make West Main Street a pedestrian-friendly shopping destination and residential
area, transportation planners are considering rerouting traffic through West Kelso.

Four years ago, experts predicted that by 2020, an average of 100,000 vehicles daily would travel
Cowlitz Way and West Main Street. Now, roughly 90,000 cars use those roads every day, according to
an Eastern Washington University professor who is studying the area.

After conducting numerous traffic studies over the last decade, local transportation planners have come
up with a preliminary traffic rerouting concept they think would ease congestion. The plan involves
connecting the Allen Street Bridge to Catlin Street, which would funnel traffic directly to the Ocean
Beach Highway/Washington Way intersection, said Rosemary Siipola, transportation planner for the
Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Planning Organization.

The overall cost for the plan, which includes many other smaller traffic changes such as extra turn lanes
and roundabouts, would be between $4 million and $5 million, Siipola said. Once the city receives the
$2 million in federal funding it has applied for, Kelso would seek out money from the state's
transportation improvenient board.

"If we ever see funding, we can move forward on it," Siipola said.

The hope is that West Main Street, now flowing with fast traffic in two directions, would be transformed
to a quieter commercial and residential area with diagonal parking and landscaping, Siipola said.

"Tt could a cool little area,” Siipola said. "It's a golden opportunity to redevelop some really neglected
areas."

Grassy medians would be installed on Catlin Street, preventing drivers from cufting through
neighborhoods to escape traffic on Washington way, she said. The current heavy traffic patterns through
the neighborhoods north of the fairgrounds have stifled neighborhood development, she said.

Although cars driving west on the bridge could choose to drive onto West Main Street or Catlin Street,
cars driving east would have access to the bridge only via Catlin Street, which would be four lanes,
according to maps Siipola provided.

Exactly where Catlin Street, which now lies at right angles to cross streets, would curve to meet the
bridge has not been determined, Siipola said. If necessary, the city would buy out the restaurant and
buildings just east of Burgerville to make way for the rerouting, she said.

Few business owners have a problem with the plan, Siipola said. However, those who are leasing
property or want to sell are in limbo, waiting for the final word on the rerouting, said Community
Development Manager Kent Anderson.

The idea meshes well with the city's developing vision for West Kelso's future. In recent months, city
planners and urban planning professor Bill Kelley of Eastern Washington University have held several
community workshops to learn what people want for the area.

With a goal of attracting regional visitors, Kelley and his students are drafting a long-term plan for West

hitp://www.tdn.com/articles/2004/06/ 6/23/2004
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Kelso. The plan includes beautifying the area with landscaping, trails and public plazas, bolstering
commerce, adding apartments and condominiums and developing the riverfront. Kelley will prepare a
final draft to present to the City Council this fall.

If the traffic revisions don't happen, "we should just bulldoze the entire city," Siipola said. "With this,
the whole West Main arca could really redevelop into something special.”

Page 19
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BBCC builds a parkway to the future

By Sebastian Moraga
Herald staff writer

Loop around campus to ease traffic flow, pedestrian safety

Soon, attending Big Bend Community College will be a walk
in the park. Or a drive.

A parkway around campus will be built at BBCC, courtesy of
joint efforts from the institution and Grant County.

The parkway, whose construction began Monday, will
consist of a 1.5- mile road surrounding BBCC, starting on
32nd Street, north towards Andrews street, looping around
the back side of campus on 26th street, and then hooking
onto Randolph Road.

Lights will be placed all the way arpund the parkway, and
though Chanute street will be closed, a pathway will replace
it.

The $1.5 million project was funded in two-thirds by a state
grant from the Transportation Improvement Board, and one CUTLINE: Heavy machinery decorates the
third from the county. No money from the college will be summery landscape at Big Bend Cornmunity
spent on the construction of the parkway said BBCC College, as a parkway, which will close down
president Bill Bonaudi. Chanute street, will be finished by September,
enclosing the campus on a loep that
authorities hope will ease traffic flow and

Bob Bersanti, a design construction engineer for Grant increase the safety of students on foot.

County Pubtic Works, which is in charge of the project, said
that the parkway, which has been in the minds of the department and the college for about two years, will
be finished by the end of September of this year.

One of the purposes of the parkway will be to separate college from non-college traffic, Bonaudi said.

Having the parkway will be a decrease in what Bersanti called the "confrontation" between pedestrians and
motorists, particularly for students coming out of class, heading to ball games, or exercising on the
sidewalks, as well as a reduction on street parking.

"It will be safer, as far as that is concerned,” he said.

Bonaudi said that currently, traffic on Chanute street is a problem, and the parkway will eliminate flow on
that street entirely, turning it into a paved walkway.

The parking at BBCC is bound to receive a shot in the arm, given that though street parking on Chanute will
be eliminated, four additional parking lots come with the construction of the parkway. Bonaudi said that no
existing parking would be lost.

Page 20
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Calling the project "a great idea," Bonaudi said he was excited by the prospect of having the parkway,
pointing out that it would add to the college concept and character of a whaole campus, instead of a series of
buildings.

"There Is an aesthetic contribution (the parkway) makes, as well as a practical one," he said. "It will give the
pubtic direct access to the library and the ATEC center.”

Students gave the upcoming project mostly favorable reviews. As expected, they did not rave about the
existing and future closure of streets and pathways due to its construction. Chad Platt said he had had to
adjust his time management to make up for the time spent walking.

Some other students viewed the situation from a healthy side. "It makes it harder to drive, but I have two
legs," Jane! Rangel said. "Besides, isn't 30 percent of Americans obese anyway?"

Page 21
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The Arlington Times

172nd bids come in $2 million over budget

Sen. Haugen, TRAP, others race clock to find solution
Steve Stav
The Arlington Times

ARLINGTON -— An impromptu crisis-management team averted a possible disaster
June 21 when it was announced that Arlington will not have to foot the bill for a
projected 30 percent increase in the cost of the 172nd Street overpass project.

“The taxpayers of Arlington will not have to pay one penny more than they’ve already
committed to [the project],” State Senator Mary Margaret Haugen (D-10th) said June 21.
The bulk of the additional cost — close to $2 million — will be paid for by state
contingency funds, she said. The city of Marysville, who had pledged $50,000 toward the
renovation project, will pay an additional sum,; the exact amount has yet to be
determined.

Arlington, which is co-managing the project with the Washington State Department of
Transportation, had pledged $700,000.

Haugen’s statement ended five frantic days of phone calls and face-to-face lobbying by
Marysville-Arlington Transportation Relief Action Plan chair Becky Foster, Arlington
Mayor Margaret Larson and Arlington City Councilmembers.

When Arlington City Engineer Paul Richart and other staffers unsealed the bids on the
WSDOT-estimated $6.5 million project, the lowest bidder proved to be Shea Graham
Construction of Spokane, with a bid of $7,117,425. WSDOT had previously calculated
actual construction costs to be $5.2 million.

“I just about had a stroke when I heard the news,” Foster said. “I got on the phone right
away.”

While Foster speed-dialed and Richart consulted with his counterparts at WSDOT,
Arlington City Councilmembers and City Administrator Kristin Banfield — in Ocean
Shores for a three-day Association of Washington Cities Conference — took more direct
action. Coincidentally, members of the State Transportation Improvement Board and
WSDOT were also attending the conference.

“We met with them face-to-face,” said Councilwoman Sally Lien. “At no time did
anyone consider not going forward with the project on schedule.”

Until Monday morning’s developments, Councilmembers were preparing for a worst-
case scenario of forming a Road Improvement District to pay for half of the increased
amount, with a city bond to cover the remainder.

Foster was quick to credit Haugen'’s efforts in averting what could have been a very
difficult situation for Arlington.

“When I picked up the phone Wednesday, the response was immediate,” she said.
“[County Councilman] John Koster put me in touch with Senator Haugen; the whole
County Council has been very supportive in trying to find a solution.”

. . P 22
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City of Arlington Engineer Paul Richart couldn’t completely account for the cost
discrepancy, but declared that the proposal was a “good bid,” noting that the next lowest
bidders were “very, very close” to Shea Graham’s.

Richart said that a dramatic increase int the price of steel and concrete undoubtedly
account for most of the discrepancy in the original estimate.

WSDOT is currently reviewing it’s original estimate, he said, adding that the agency has
yet to examine and approve of the current low bid.

Phase one of the overpass renovation — which will add a turn lane to the the congested
roadway — will proceed as hoped sometime this summer, Foster said.

“This has just been a minor speed bump,” Foster said. “It wasn’t enough to put us in the

ditch.”
copyright ® 2004, Sun News, Inc. (send e-mail to webmaster)
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New road will link Kent Valiey to 1.5
Wednesday, June 30, 2004

By JANE HADLEY
SEATTLE POST-INTELLIGENCER REPORTER

Construction is under way on a new five-lane road linking the Kent Valley industrial area to Interstate 5,
a project that a city engineer says should improve traffic generally in the Kent Valley.

The $30 million project will extend and widen South 228th Street west from 54th Avenue South to
Military Road South. Military Road will be widened from there south to state Route 516, the Kent-Des
Moines Road, which links up with I-5.

The new road will give drivers, especially of freight trucks coming from warehouses between South
212th Street and James Street, a direct route to I-5, said Ken Langholz, Kent's engineering supervisor.
v :

The road also will take a lot of traffic off state Route 167 and the West Valley Highway, which many
people now use to get to roads that connect to I-5, he said. : '

A groundbreaking ceremony is being held today.

More than half the project -- $16 million -- is being paid for through a local improvement district tax
assessment on more than 2,600 parcels, including condominiums, single-family residences, warehouses
and local businesses. :

The warehouses belong to companies such as REI and the Boeing Co. The Green River Valley, which
includes Auburn, Kent and Tukwila, has the second-largest concentration of truck distribution centers on
the West Coast, according to the state Department of Transportation.

The state and the city of Kent each are putting in about $7 million.

Because the climb up the west valley wall is so steep, contractors will cut into dirt at the top and bring
about a half million cubic yards down to the bottom of the slope, Langholz said.

The city will let the dirt sit for at least a year before starting road construction in order to avoid soil
settlement problems, he said.

The city has to enhance wetlands at four different sites elsewhere to compensate for the loss of wetlands
from the project.

Phase 2 is a $42 million project to build underpasses under two sets of railroad tracks. That project will
reduce delays from the 60 trains that go by daily, reduce the risk of collisions and allow trains to go
faster. Langholz said the city so far has raised only about $6 million for Phase 2. '

One of the major contributors will be the Freight Action Strategy program, a partnership of 12 cities,
three ports, three counties and public and private organizations, which seeks to streamline the movement
of freight in the Seattle-Everett-Tacoma area.

The Phase 2 project would be the partnership's 10th project. Seven have been completed.
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"Top Stories
Work to begin on Burdin Boulevard

By: Stephen Mercer ¢ July 07, 2004

A complete renovation of one of
the busiest streets in Grand Coulee
begins next Monday: '

Earlier this month, the city of Grand
Coulee accepted Moses Lake- -
based Basin Paving's $269,450 bid
for work to Burdin Boulevard.

‘Work will run from Monday through
August 30. Traffic delays are likely,
with traffic reduced to one lane.

- Building access will remain open

during construction.

The project is mainly funded by a
$243.000 grant from the state's
Transportation Improvement Board.

The renovation will run on Burdin Boulevard from highway 174 to Second
Street.

The grant will go toward fixing some drainage and runoff problems, especially
near the hospital's clinic, and fix curbs. Sidewalks that are in need of repair in
front of homes owned by Grant County Housing and Urban Development
should also receive repair.

©The Star of Grand Coulee 2004
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Arlington presses for more bridge money

By Lukas Velush and Scolt Morris
Herald Writers

Arlington has ponied up extra cash for a new 172nd Street NE bridge, and now it wants Marysville to do the same,

Both cities consider a wider bridge over -5 a must, saying plans for new retall development in Smokey Point already have
been restricted by poor access the current bridge offers.

Folks behind the grassroots effort to get funding for a new $9 million bridge have been scrambling since they found out last
month the lowest bid was $2 million more than expected.

That gap has been whittled to $375,000, in part because Arlington has agreed to increase its contribution from $230,000 to
$700,000. The rest is coming from state and federal sources.

"f we're going to put $700,000 in for our side of the freeway, wouldn't it be kind of nice if Marysville would chip in $400,000 for
their side of the freeway?" asked Sally Lien, an Arlington city councilwoman,

Marysville Mayor Dennis Kendall said his council will make a decision on whether to increase its contribution next week. "We
think it's something that's got to get going, and it's got to get going now."

Kendall said Marysville is short on cash, but would take a look at reserves. The city also plans to find out if it can agree to pay
the $400,000, but defer payment until next year,

Sen. Mary Margaret Haugen, D-Camango Island, said she's optimistic Marysville will pitch in.
"I hope Marysville can step up to the plate on this,” she said. "This is a partnership. I'm sure they'll do what's right.”
In the meantime, deadlines are approaching.

The contractor needs a decision by July 30, and a pitch for more money from the state goes before the Transportation
Improvement Board on July 22, so Marysville has to act quickly, said Paul Richart, Adington's city engineer.

The state has agreed to contribute $3 million, and Arlington is going to ask for another $700,000.

By asking the state for more, "... we are officially saying we will find a way to put political pressure on Marysville," Richart told
the Arlington City Council on Tuesday. The council voted 6-0 to direct Richart to apply for more state money.

The state Depariment of Transportation also increased its contribution from $614,000 to $1.2 million.
If final funding comes together, construction will start this summer.

The project would replace the two-lane 172nd Street NE bridge with one that is six lanes. Later, when more funding becomes
available, a new cloverleaf ramp would be built, intersections would be widened and a park-and-ride would be built.

Reporter Lukas Velush: 425-339-3449 or lvelush@ heraldnet.com.
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Overpass funding OK'd

Marysville officials agree to lend financial support for a new bridge at 172nd Street NE.

By Lukas Velush
Herald Writer

MARYSVILLE - Saying that a new, wider 172nd Street NE bridge is crucial to the city's economic growth, the City Council on
Monday found a way to chip in up to $400,000 for a much sought after bridge over [-5.

Without the financial help, construction on a $9 million bridge that is the main access point to Smokey Point could have been
delayed indefinitely.

Business leaders who [ast year rallied around the need for a new bridge were shocked last month when they learned that the
bid for construction - which is supposed to start later this summer - came in $2 million more than expected.

Arlington and the state Department of Transportation have committed to increasing their contributions, so with Marysvilie on
board, all that's left is persuading the state Transportation Improvement Board to kick in an extra $700,000.

And that's much more likely now that all of the rest of the funding has been lined up, said Paul Richart, Arington's city
engineer.

"That was a $2 million shortfall last month," he said. "Thirty days later we've got a line on almost all of it. That tells you how
critical this (bridge) Is to the region.”

Still, Marysville's decision didn't come easily, as council members expressed frustration about Arlington not notifying the city
earlier that there was a shortfall, and that the deadline for raising the meney to cover the shortfall is so short. They went as far
to say their relationship with Arlington could be harmed.

The bridge would take about two years to build.

Richart said the Transportation Improvement Board will make its decision July 23. Arlington - the lead agency on the project -
must tell DOT whether all the funding needed is available by July 26, when the bid would expire.

If it does, the project would be delayed for at least two months. Going out to bid again would cost another $25,000 to $40,000.
"We're going down to the wire," Richart said.

The bid was off so much because prices for construction material including steel and concrete have increased, DOT officials
said.

Although the city is short on cash, the Marysville council found a way to get the money. Arington won't bill the city until the end
of next year or in early 2008.

"We feel that area is where the economic demlopment is going to be,” Marysville Maycr Dennis Kendall said. "We're working
hard to make sure the city is going to be able to grow.”

He said the city hopes that new businesses will be built in the area in the interim, raising taxes that would allow it to avoid
dipping into reserves.

A second reason to piteh in, Kendall said, is Marysville expects to annex the Lakewood area west of I-5, and the main access
point is 172nd Street NE.
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Richart said improved access is even more crucial to Arlington, saying restrictions on growth could be put in place if the road
isn't improved.

Arlington is chipping in $700,000 for the new bridge, DOT $2.9 million and the Transportation Improvement Board $3 million -
$3.7 million if it approves the $700,000 request.

The project would replace the two-lane 172nd Street NE bridge with one that is six lanes. Later, when more funding becomes
available, a new cloverleaf ramp would be built, intersections would be widened and a park-and-ride would be built.

Reporter Cathy Logg contributed to this report.

Reporter Lukas Velush: 425-339-3449 or velush@heraldnet.com.
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